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Pigeon  USA43SC6390 
Date of Award: August 1946 
This bird is credited with making the most outstanding flight by a USA Army Pigeon in World 

War II. Making the 20 mile flight from British 10th Army HQ, in the same number of minutes, it 
brought a message which arrived just in time to save the lives of at least 100 Allied soldiers 
from being bombed by their own planes.   

                                                                                                                      

Olga  Police Horse 
Date of Award: 11 April 1947 
On duty when a flying bomb demolished four houses in Tooting and a plate-glass window 

crashed immediately in front of her. Olga, after bolting for 100 yards, returned to the scene of 
the incident and remained on duty with her rider, controlling traffic and assisting rescue 
organisations.

   

Upstart  Police Horse 

Date of Award: 11 April 1947 
While on patrol duty in Bethnal Green a flying bomb exploded within 75 yards, showering 

both horse and rider with broken glass and debris. Upstart was completely unperturbed and 
remained quietly on duty with his rider controlling traffic, etc., until the incident had been dealt 
with.

   

Regal  Police Horse 

Date of Award: 11 April 1947 
Was twice in burning stables caused by explosive incendiaries at Muswell Hill. Although 

receiving minor injuries, being covered by debris and close to the flames, this horse showed 
no signs of panic.

     

Pigeon  DD.43.T.139 (Australian Army Corps) 
Date of award: February 1947 
During a heavy tropical storm this bird was released from Army Boat 1402 which had 

foundered on Wadou Beach in the Huon Gulf. Homing 40 miles to Madang it brought a 
message which enabled a rescue ship to be sent in time to salvage the craft and its valuable 
cargo of stores and ammunition.

   

Pigeon  DD.43.Q.879 (Australian Army Signal Corps) 
Date of award: February 1947 
During an attack by Japanese on a US Marine patrol on Manus Island, pigeons were 

released to warn headquarters of an impending enemy counter-attack. Two were shot down 
but DD43 despite heavy fire directed at it reached HQ with the result that enemy 
concentrations were bombed and the patrol extricated.
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